
Tai Tokerau Principals’ Association 
 
 
We represent principals from the top of the North Island to nearly Auckland. There are about 
160 principals involved in the organisation. This term we have:- 
 

1. Developed a media presence on the topic of National Standards. This has involved 
letters to the Editor and a Guest Column in the Northland Advocate on the issue. This 
week the report on our Forum Day on National Standards is also being written up by the 
media and published. 

 
2. Held a Forum Day Friday 27 November 2009 on the topic of National Standards. Invited 

representatives from the Ministry attended. Invited also were Bruce Hammond and Kelvin 
Smythe who spoke on what they saw as the disastrous effect of the Standards if they are 
implemented. This gave our members information about the issue. 

 
3. All 80 principals attending the Forum day then voted unanimously the following which we 

will enact: 

 
We will do nothing about National Standards as the effect and impact 
is so far reaching and unknown, until known  

 
We do agree to the following actions:  

 Inform other educational leaders (all Tai Tokerau Principals) - to do nothing 
until further discussion and clarification amongst ourselves has taken place 
and the effect and impact of the Standards is known. 

 Tai Tokerau Principals’ Association asks NZPF to act as a national clearing 
house for what other regions are doing so that feedback is disseminated 
nationwide. 

 Tai Tokerau Principals’ Association asks NZPF to provide an electronic letter 
to be sent to Anne Tolley, John Key and Phil Goff for all NZ Principals to sign 
electronically 

 Tai Tokerau Principals’ Association asks NZPF and NZEI to organise letters 
signed by leading recognised educationalists around the National Standards 

 Tai Tokerau Principals’ Association asks NZPF to prepare a standard  letter 
that is made available to every school to include in their newsletter - the BoT, if 
need be, to be informed that you have been asked as Principal to send it out 
by your National Principals Association 

 Members to write their own letter to A Tolley , John Key, T Mallard , P Goff  
Phil Heatley… 

 E mail to Christian name.surname@parliament.govt.nz 
 (In other words insert their name with a full stop between Christian and surname plus the 
 parliament bit.) 
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