
BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON THE RAINS PROJECT 

 

WHY NZEI IS INVOLVED 

NZEI wishes to play an active role in setting an alternative policy agenda. To do so NZEI needs 

reliable information that provides leadership and advocacy for the sector based on robust 

evidence on the impact of the Government’s national standards policy on New Zealand 

schools and students.  

 

  

WHAT THE RAINS PROJECT IS ABOUT 

The RAINS project is a three year research study into the effects of the Government’s national 

standards policy on New Zealand schools and students which will 

 track changes over time 

 use case studies to reflect the diversity of schools and provide in-depth insights  

 be well informed by existing research and scholarship  

 involve principals, teachers, boards, parents and students 

 have credibility through robust and rigorous procedures within an ethical framework  

 

 

QUALITY ASSURANCE 

The RAINS project is a partnership between NZEI and the University of Waikato led by 

Professor Martin Thrupp and supported by an advisory group of New Zealand academics and 

an international reference group:  

 Stephen Ball (Professor of Sociology University of London) 

 David Berliner (Regents’ professor, Arizona State University) 

 David Hursh (Associate Professor Teaching & Curriculum, University of Rochester, New 

York) 

 Meg Maguire, (Professor of Sociology of Education, King’s College London) 

 Diane Reay (Professor of Education, University of Cambridge) 

 Bob Lingard (Professorial Research Fellow University of Queensland). 

 

METHODOLOGY INCLUDES 

 Review of relevant New Zealand and international literature 

 Involvement of experienced academic 

 Case study research. using six carefully chosen schools. There will be diversity in terms of 

ethnicity, decile, rural/urban, primary/intermediate and apparent support for national 

standards.  

 A wide range of perspectives and practices; Board of Trustees, the senior leadership team 

and individual teachers, children and parents. Views and approaches of other education 

professionals (e.g. ERO reviewers, regional MoE staff, school support services staff) 

  Multiple data sources 

 Three years of research; started in November 2010 and reported by October 2013.  

 Wider research team. Thrupp will lead a research team that will include an experienced 

teacher from each school who will also have a role in facilitating the progress of the 

project in their respective schools. There will be opportunities for all members of the 

team to be involved in the dissemination of the research findings in the workshops and 

seminars and in some publications. 

 Theory-informed comparative and thematic approach to data analysis 

 


