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Hawke's Bay primary school principals have voted no confidence in the current national standards format and will 
be supporting a campaign to publicly expose the system's limitations. 
 
Members of the Hawke's Bay Primary Principals' Association agreed on the two issues unanimously at a meeting 
last week. 
 
The group will join a national New Zealand Principals' Federation (NZPF) publicity campaign in coming months to 
express concerns about the current national standards system and its associated reporting. 
 
The money to fund the campaign is being donated directly from individual principals, according to association 
president Mark Johnson. 
 
Mr Johnson said the new standards system needed to be trialled and clearer dialogue was needed between 
educators and the Ministry of Education. 
 
"Principals feel it is vital that parents and the wider community understand the standards in their current format are 
full of inconsistencies and very difficult to work with," Mr Johnson said. 
 
"The problem is the way the standards are set out, they are so open to interpretation and that's what's causing so 
much of an issue." 
 
Mr Johnson said schools had tried to work with the ministry about their issues, instead of making them a media 
issue but have received little feedback. 
 
"I know a lot of people have written submissions on where their concerns are with the standards - but they don't 
see any evidence of them being dealt with, they just see the ministry's approach as being, 'get on with it'," he said. 
 
"A number of schools are making a genuine attempt to implement the standards but finding they are in a very hard 
position doing so." 
 
An Education Review Office report released this week found good progress in about 80 per cent of the 228 schools 
reviewed. 
 
"Preparation to implement the standards was under way in about 60 per cent, and almost 20 per cent were already 
well prepared," the report said. 
 
NZPF dismissed these claims and said the system is "fundamentally flawed" and information produced from them 
is meaningless. 
 
"Ms Tolley needs to accept what almost 2000 principals know - that the current National Standards system is 
fundamentally flawed and the information they produce about schools and children is meaningless," NZPF vice-
president Peter Simpson said. 
 
"The ERO evaluation period that Ms Tolley refers to in her statement covers the very early months of the education 
year - it is certainly not the picture you would find today." 

 


