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19 presenting right now. They will update and shift their advice
as changes occur. To date, I am pleased with the quality and
regularity of information being issued.
As free-thinking principals, you won’t all agree with the
Government’s strategy for handling Covid-19. What I say, is
that this is not the time to promote personal views. Our young
people and our communities trust us and are looking to us for
confidence and certainty as they themselves battle the mixed
multi-media messages, conspiracy theories and rumour mills.
This is the time to stick to the official advice and follow it.
We have a job to look after our whānau. Right now, our
students need the order and structure of schooling and we
need to support our staff who have their own personal
concerns and worries.

Kia ora e te whānau
I have been thinking about you this week as you confront the
threat of Covid-19 in your communities and schools. I know
you are committed to assuring students, parents, staff and your
community that pandemic planning is in place and that school
is a safe place to be.
It is not an easy time to be a school leader. We are not
epidemiologists. We can’t speak from a place of expert
knowledge about the response to Covid-19. We are working
to the advice of our Ministries of Education and Health who,
in turn, are consulting daily with a worldwide group of medical
and scientific experts. The advice we receive reflects their best
thinking about how we, in schools, respond.
It is important that we act on the advice we receive from the
Secretary for Education. Our best response to any Covid-19
infection in our schools is to contact the Ministries of Education
and Health and implement what they direct us to do.
Engaging in discussions about this advice only dilutes the
message. It creates confusion and worry at a time when we
need to show confidence and cohesion.
I can tell you that the Secretary for Education and her Ministry
staff have robust plans for responding to the pattern of Covid

Leadership can be incredibly challenging. I want to
acknowledge the unique pressures you are experiencing as you
face this global pandemic.
Keep focused on supporting those around you. Leadership,
when dealing with the problems we are experiencing, is about
being real, human and empathetic. In practice, this means
talking openly about the challenges we are confronting and
reassuring each other that we will get through this.
This afternoon the Health Minister David Clark announced that
the Government will enforce a mass gatherings limit of 100
people for indoor events. Schools are exempt from this. No
doubt this announcement will cause some concerns.
Don’t be intimidated by the different opinions that will come
your way. Hold the line. This is a planned strategy to reduce
risk. Don’t let the government’s effort to tighten the screws on
Covid-19 be derailed.
It is difficult to Captain a ship in a storm, but that is what we are
doing. We need to turn to each other, shore up our collective
strength and keep the ship moving forward.
Keep connected to each other, keep focused on holding to
official advice, keep batting away the rumours and gossip, and
remember to look after yourself. You need to be in good shape
to front the job tomorrow!
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Waiho i te toipoto, kaua i te toiroa. Let us keep close together,
not far apart.

Ngā manaakitanga
Perry Rush
perry@nzpf.ac.nz

NZPF Notices

ALL details including prices and course outlines are available at
https://www.annmilne.co.nz/online

Business Partners
NZPF assures its business partners that, as members, you will
contact them to have a conversation if you are purchasing
products, services or solutions for your schools that a business
partner supplies. Please support our partners as their
assistance to NZPF means better membership services to you.
Gold Partners

Silver Partners

NZ Principal Magazine also Online
You and/or your team members can easily access the NZ
Principal Magazines online, as an e-magazine or as a PDF.
Additionally you can search for a previous issue, an article by
title or by the author of the article. All magazines back to Term
1 2012 are available in this format. To view or search click here.

Useful Information

Ann Milne Online
We all know that our education system needs to do much
better for our Māori and Pasifika learners. These new online
courses bring my decades of experience and leadership in
this field directly to you
you. I’ll guide you each step of the way
through the often challenging but immensely rewarding process
of developing a critical, culturally sustaining approach in your
teaching and leadership.
Learn in your own time, online, at your own pace.
• Three courses – five modules in each, approx. 10 hours
per module
• No specific start dates
• Each course builds on the previous one, but they may also
be done separately and in any order.
• Course One has been available from 31 January 2020
• Courses Two and Three will be available from April 2020
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