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Budget 2019
Dominating the news this week has been the Government’s first
‘Wellbeing Budget’. I am delighted to see that across the many
areas the Budget covers is the repeated theme of supporting
New Zealand families to make life more affordable for all. That
includes education as the Government gets closer to delivering
its promise of free education.
Already we knew that new funding has been allocated for 600
Learning Support Facilitators, training more teachers, making
changes to the NCEA to reduce the frequency of assessments
and to allow more in-depth study of a subject area and
$1.2billion over four years for the teachers’ pay settlement.

Mahi Ngātahi - Collaboration
Naku te rourou nau te rourou ka ora ai te iwi
With your basket and my basket the people will live
Talofa lava

It was not until 2pm Thursday 31 May however that the full
Budget details were revealed. Most of you will by now be
familiar with some of the detail so I won’t expand too much
here.
Below are some of the main announcements that affect
schools:
1. $150 per student (decile 1 – 7 schools – approximately 63%
of all students)

Happy Sāmoan Language Week! I do hope you have all taken
the opportunity to appreciate the diversity of cultures in our
schools by celebrating Sāmoan culture and language this week.
It is through your schools accepting, embracing and celebrating
different world views, such as Sāmoan culture, that our Pasifika
young people will feel they belong in school and that their
culture, identity and language is valued. If we do that, we
provide a platform from which our Pasifika students’ learning
will flourish.

The Government will pay schools (decile 1 – 7) $150 per
student in lieu of seeking parent donations, through an
investment of $265.6 million. This is a promise made by the
Labour party during the election campaign and which schools
will be delighted is now delivered. Families of nearly half a
million children at 1,700 schools stand to benefit from this
announcement, which brings the notion of ‘free education’ a
step closer.

I am delighted that yesterday’s Budget acknowledged Pacific
languages and has allocated $20million over four years to
establish a new Pacific Language Unit.

Fees are to be removed for NCEA and NZ Scholarship
examinations affecting more than 145,000 households for
168,000 secondary school students.

2. NCEA Fees

3. School Funding through Operations Grants increase of 1.8%
It is rare to find a school that says they have enough funding
to achieve everything they want for their students. The Budget
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has increased the operations grant by 1.8% which is modest
and .3% ahead of inflation.

Notices

4. Learning Support
Already announced is $98 million for learning support including
funding for 600 Learning Support Facilitators, additional ORS
funding and more spending on alternative education, early
intervention and the intensive wrap around service.
5. Support for Māori students
$42 million over three years has been allocated to support
Māori students to achieve educational success by addressing
inequities and engaging whanau in children’s learning. There
will also be $14million to support training of teachers in cultural
sustaining ways of teaching Māori students. Next week we
expect a further announcement from Minister Kelvin Davis of
$45 million for those delivering Kura Kaupapa Māori Level one
programmes. We hope this will help increase infrastructure
and reduce the barriers such as having to travel to engage in
immersion classes.
6. Boost for Pasifika students
Language, culture and identity are at the core of learning
success. The establishment of a new Pacific Language Unit
provides a resource that schools will be able to access to
support Pasifika students in their schools. There is $27.4 million
over four years allocated to give Pasifika students skills,
knowledge and equitable opportunities to pursue any education
pathway and $7million for training teachers in culturally
sustaining ways of teaching Pasifika students.

NZPF Conference - 3-5 July 2019
Time is running out. If you haven't already registered for the
NZPF Conference in Auckland, do it now!
At the Conference this year, plenary and breakout sessions
will be included in order to offer more opportunities for you
to hear from a wide variety of speakers. These include: Yong
Zhao (USA), Dr Karen Edge (UK), Neill O’Reilly (Hong Kong) and
Glenn Cappelli (Australia).
For more information, visit the website or click here to register
now!

7. Property Investment Plan
A ten-year school property investment plan costing $1.2 billion
has been announced to address the ageing school stock and
bring all schools up to standard, plan for growth and plan new
school builds.
8. Tackling child obesity
Nutrition and physical activity are two critical factors in
academic achievement, physical and mental health. One in
eight children aged 2 – 14 are classed as obese. A $47.6
million programme will be introduced to promote healthy eating
and physical activity in schools. There will be new resources
and guidance, health promotion staff and school physical
activity advisors.

Nominations for NZPF Election 2019
Nominations are now open for the NZPF President, Vice
President and 12 Executive committee members.
Click here for the form to nominate candidates for President
and Vice President for next year.
Click here for the form to nominate candidates for the executive
committee for the next two years.
Nominations close on 5 August and the electoral roll closes on
25 August. Your subscription payment must be received by this
date in order to be eligible for voting.

9. Creatives in Schools
$1million a year for a ‘Creatives in Schools’ programme so
schools can bring in professional artists and creative
practitioners to share their knowledge and practice with
students

David Stewart Memorial Scholarship - Closing Date
Extended!

I will be back next week with more information.

Tofa Soifua

Whetu Cormick
whetu@nzpf.ac.nz
2

The David Stewart Memorial Scholarship a joint initiative of the
NZEI and NZPF. The purpose of the Scholarship is to provide
educational leaders with the opportunity for research study

that honours the work of Dr David Stewart. The scholarship of
$20,000 will be awarded to a single applicant each year.
The closing date is Friday 7 June 2019
2019. For more information,
click here.
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