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It is with some disappointment that we have seen National Standards legislated into the 
National Administrative Guidelines that govern our schools. We are continually asked to base 
educational decisions in our schools around researched best practice. Unfortunately, this has 
not been a criterion for the introduction of the Standards. In fact, there seems to be a complete 
lack of research that supports the premise that they will somehow improve outcomes for our 
students. The shakiness of the case for their implementation is further compounded when we 
consider that there has been a glaring gap (or absence) of genuine consultation with the sector. 
 
The extreme haste in which they have been foisted on schools seems to relate more to political 
will than sensible decision making. It means therefore that the standards themselves are open 
to a great deal of debate. This debate is healthy, but it needs to happen before they go out to 
schools, not as a fait accompli. 
 
The documentation has just arrived in schools, but is required to be used next year. Given that 
all schools are still working to implement the revised NZC, we have to ask, why the rush?  This 
situation is highlighted even more sharply by the likelihood that the curriculum will be narrowed 
with the focus so strongly now on reading, writing, and mathematics. The revised NZC, which 
has been widely acclaimed as a world class document, requires schools to widen, not narrow 
the choices in front of students. 
 
Why has this inherent contradiction been ignored? Despite these reservations, our schools will 
look to find ways to use the National Standards positively for the benefit of our students. We will 
continue to deliver broad curriculums firmly based on the revised NZC. We will continue our 
focus on quality teaching and learning and will endeavour to keep testing and assessment 
where it is meant to be - a way to gather information about what our students can do and how 
we can help them take the necessary steps to improve. And we will continue to provide our 
parent communities with clear meaningful information about their children’s achievement and 
learning needs. 
 
 


