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A CURRENT ISSUE         NATIONAL STANDARDS    
 
There is some controversy right now, with the government’s imposed “National Standards” being forced through at 
great haste. New Zealand Principals and Teachers are greatly concerned at the speed of this plan, and seriously 
question the need to implement something that has proved to fail in every other country that has tried it. Many 
schools have families that brought their children to New Zealand to escape the “National Testing” that has ruined 
education in their home countries. 
 
At Nnnnnnnn School we have been working for several years to improve the way we assess children’s work and 
the way we report their progress to you. We are already assessing all children against national standards, and then 
putting learning plans in place to lift achievement levels. We provide you with accurate, up-to-date information on 
children’s learning levels, and we do this in “plain language.”  You will find the reports you receive later this month 
will rate children against New Zealand Curriculum levels (“Well Above; Just Above; At; Just Below or Well 
Below”)    
 
A lot of five-year-olds arrive at school well below their own age level. This is often due to poverty levels, home 
circumstances, etc. It is our job to raise their levels before they leave our school, and we put a huge amount of 
time, resources, specialist help and energy into doing this. The Government’s “National Standards” will not improve 
what we are already doing well. We are concerned that this total emphasis on LITERACY & NUMERACY will be at 
the expense of the other important areas of the curriculum (Science, Music, Phys.Ed, Social Sciences, Art, etc).  
The Government has now stopped supporting all of those areas of the curriculum, in order to fund their National 
Standards. 
 
THE MESSAGES YOU ARE HEARING:  Politicians are very good at saying they are doing “what the public 
wants.” The Minister of Education, Hon Anne Tolley, has said that the public has called for “National Standards” 
and we all know they clearly have not. Any programme that is aimed at publicly naming and shaming schools 
cannot be good for our children or our nation. We have an outstanding New Zealand Curriculum, just released in 
2007, that has received worldwide acclaim.  We are proud of it; we have been implementing it, and it remains our 
priority for 2010. 
 
I do not believe you want your children to work to a narrow curriculum.  We all want to provide opportunities for all 
children to do well in all subjects. This is a PRIMARY school, and we will provide an across-the-board good start for 
your children.  That is our primary responsibility. 
 
This is not about higher pay, or better working conditions, or shorter working hours for teachers. This is about the 
quality of what we do. I believe our children are really well served by their teachers in New Zealand and I know how 
much effort our teachers put in for your children. We never want to lose the amazing goodwill that exists here in our 
New Zealand schools. 
 
A growing number of New Zealand school leaders have been fortunate to travel overseas to look at education 
systems in a number of different countries, to the UK and Ireland, Australia and Singapore, the USA and Canada. 
They have seen the disastrous effects of their National Testing, and New Zealand does not want to go down that 
trail. Recently four well renowned academics and experts in assessment added their voice in response to the New 
Zealand version of National Standards. They are asking for the Government to reconsider as in their view “the 
flaws in the intended new system are so serious that full implementation of the intended National Standards system 
over the next three years is unlikely to be successful. It will not achieve intended goals and is likely to lead to 
dangerous side-effects.” Further, “we advise further development work is necessary before all schools are asked to 
implement National Standards. Such work should involve: shifting the focus to measuring and reporting children’s 
progress against standards; developing ways to moderate the judgements of teachers to achieve high consistency 
in the interpretation and application of standards; developing agreed protocols with teacher organisations for the 
use of data so as to prevent the adverse effects of reporting such data on teaching and learning, and trying out 
standards in a sample of, say, 150 to 200 schools. In our view this additional work would allow the development of 
the most effective implementation strategy to ensure standards are successfully introduced, without the negative 
consequences.” 
 
We have so much of which to be proud. “National Standards” will NOT raise standards in New Zealand schools. 
We can do so much better than that. Please feel free to email me with your thoughts and comments.  
 
Sincerely 
 
 
Principal 
 

http://www.nzpf.ac.nz/NS_Academics_Open_Letter_Anne_Tolley.pdf

