
 

 

 

 

19 August 2010 

Dear Parents 

I became a teacher to make a difference. I love my chosen vocation because I know that if I do my 

job well I make a difference to the lives of children. Whilst teachers do not take a hypocritical oath 

‘to do no harm’ as doctors do, I believe that an underpinning philosophy for all teachers is to make a 

difference for the good of all.  

National standards have been introduced into New Zealand to raise student achievement. As a 

principal of a school raising student achievement is my core focus. National standards have been 

introduced on a short time frame, with a limited budget and with no apparent plan or funding for a 

system of national moderation.  

The key concerns that I have is that the moderation system proposed appears to be flawed and the 

setting of the required standard does not seem to correlate to typical achievement of students at 

each age. On the one hand standards will be applied across schools to ensure uniformity but schools 

will also have to apply "social moderation", a subjective interpretation by each school as to what the 

standard actually is. This has the potential to completely undermine a nationwide agreed standard. 

The initial research into the proposed standards indicates that the bar may be set too high. The 

result of this would be the vast majority of students would be assessed as below the national 

standard, an arbitrary finding that your child is failing when in fact it may be that they are simply 

being measured against the wrong standard. 

At all times we try to give students and their families the most accurate picture we can about what is 

being achieved in learning and what are the next learning steps.  At the learning conferences which 

are coming up in two weeks time we will once again sit down with parents, students and teachers 

and have a conversation about what students have achieved, their next leaning steps and ways 

families can support learning. 

As a Board of Trustees we have spent a lot of time in meetings talking about national standards. At 

the last meeting the Board recorded the following in the minutes: 

"The Board acknowledges its obligations to implement the Government policy in relation to National 

Standards. To that end we have undertaken the following steps: 

1. Board and Senior Management of the School have attended Ministry briefings and public 

forums on National Standards to hear a variety of perspectives on the implementation of National 

Standards; 

2. Reviewed the amended NAG's, the other material provided on the Ministry's website and other 

information available on National Standards; 

3. Undertaken extensive discussion to ascertain all of the issues for our School related to 

implementing National Standards. 



 

 

The Board notes that the School has utilised a suite of different assessment tools in recent years. 

Parents understand these tools and have found them to be effective in reporting on the progress of 

their children. The Board has received positive feedback from parents on the interactive Parent-

Teacher- Student learning conferences.  

Despite the steps taken to date by the Board and Senior Management to understand what is required 

with National Standards significant unanswered questions remain. The Board feels it has a 

responsibility to our parents and children to explore any issues or concerns we have about the 

National Standards. To this end we will be consulting with our parents further to gain feedback for 

discussion at future board meetings. 

In the meantime the Board has resolved to adopt a careful and considered approach to the 

implementation of National Standards in the School to ensure that the learning outcomes of the 

students are not compromised in anyway." 

We will be holding a parent meeting alongside the next disco on September 9th, beginning at 

6:30pm. Please mark it in your diary now. In the meantime you may be interested in reading this 

recently released report from the New Zealand Council for Educational Research 

(NZCER).http://www.nzcer.org.nz/default.php?products_id=2622 or if you don’t have time to 

read the full report here is a summary of it via the stuff website. 

http://www.stuff.co.nz/national/education/4038443/Two-thirds-of-pupils-failing-new-

standards 

As a community we need to stand together to ensure that whatever we do supports our children to 

be the best they can be. 

 

Kind regards 

Carolyn Stuart 
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