
Board of Trustees Statement 
National Standards 

 
Part 1: The Board’s Approach 

 
At the Parent Information Evening on 22 February, the Board outlined very briefly the 
approach it will take to the introduction of National Standards.  For those who were 
not present, key steps will include: 

• Teachers, Principal and Board undertaking training and professional 
development; 

• Teachers working with the AtoL (Assess To Learn) facilitators, i.e. the 
professional trainers; 

• Raising the level of community knowledge and understanding of National 
Standards; 

• Surveying the parent community to gather feedback; 
• Developing draft Board Statements of Policy on Curriculum Delivery and 

Parent Reporting for community consultation; 
• Agreeing and implementing the final versions of these policies, which will 

form part of the Board’s “General Policy Directions” as specified in s.75 of 
the Education Act. 

 
The approach the Board is taking is that all initiatives in the school must be consistent 
with the Khandallah School Charter.  The school community has been actively 
involved in developing the Charter over the past 18 months, which has been 
completely rewritten on a “Principles” approach.  The Charter has also been closely 
aligned with the on-going development of a Khandallah School Curriculum. 
 
Key principles in the Charter that relate to the introduction of National Standards 
include the following: 

• Khandallah School believes that all students can learn and achieve to their full 
potential; 

• Khandallah School believes that the primary purpose of assessment is to guide 
teaching and learning.  Khandallah School is committed to making evidence-
based decisions using rigorous analysis of student achievement data, including 
comparisons with national expectations, and utilizing recognised assessment 
tools; 

• Khandallah School believes that all families and caregivers should be 
encouraged to be involved in school life and to support their children’s 
learning. 

• Khandallah School believes that reporting to parents and the community on 
the achievement of individual students and the school as a whole is an 
important element of school accountability.  Khandallah School is committed 
to reporting to parents and children in clear English, showing how students are 
achieving in relation to expectations, what next steps are planned and how 
parents can be involved in supporting their children’s learning 

 
At the Information Evening, the Principal outlined the school’s approach to 
Assessment and Reporting for 2010.  This summarised the key steps that teachers 
carry out in assessing students to inform teaching and learning, gathering achievement 



data, creating portfolios, reporting to parents on individual student achievement and 
reporting to the Board of Trustees on school-wide achievement.  (See table enclosed) 
 

Part 2: Information Sources 
 
As we continue the consultation process, the Board wishes to encourage as many 
parents and caregivers as possible to become more fully aware of the National 
Standards system so as to create as informed debate as possible.  With this objective 
in mind, the Board’s approach will be to advise you of sources of information on 
National Standards and to also make available whatever information we have in order 
to inform all aspects of parents’ understanding of the system. 
 
As a start, the best source of information on the National Standards system is the 
Ministry of Education website: 
 

http://www.minedu.govt.nz 
 
This site contains extensive material on National Standards and it links well with the 
NZ Curriculum on-line material.  This should be the first place to visit to gain an 
understanding of what National Standards involves. 
 
Another good site is that set up by NZEI, called “Hands Up For Learning”.  This site 
contains statements by NZEI and material that has been designed to give an 
alternative view of the system.  But it also contains an extensive list of media 
material, which will give you the opportunity to review how National Standards has 
been covered by the media: 
 

http://www.handsupforlearning.org.nz 
 
A Rangiora mother, Dellis Hunt, has established a parent group called Parents Against 
Labelling.  She has established a website that sets out some of the concerns regarding 
NS and especially the damaging effects of labelling children. 
 

http://parentsagainstlabelling.weebly.com/ 
 

 
Finally, the government has issued several statements, including the information sheet 
produced and mailed out under the Prime Minister’s covering letter.  This is available 
on the school website under the NS Consultation material.  Other material published 
there includes the academics’ open letter to the Minister of Education, a factsheet 
prepared by Lester Flockton, one of the academics, and an opinion piece written by 
the Minister of Education, Mrs. Tolley. 
 
Finally, we are also open to suggestions on what approach we could take to this 
consultation, so if you have any suggestions, issues or concerns, contact the Board on: 
 

bot@khandallah.school.nz 
 



 
Part 3: Surveys, Petitions and Notices 

 
Some of you may have seen the article in the Dominion Post last Saturday about the 
NZ Principals’ Federation survey being distributed along with the school newsletter at 
Karori Normal School.  We have not sent the survey out directly to you as we wish to 
take an alternative approach to alerting you to information about National Standards.    
 
We will bring to your attention any requests that we receive for surveys or other 
material to be distributed or advertised and we will let you decide if you wish to 
pursue any individual item, or not.  In that way, the Board is not “endorsing” or 
supporting any particular item.  If you are not interested in reading the material, or 
attending a meeting or rally, then it should not cause you any inconvenience or 
offence. 
 
At present, we have the following available: 
 

• Notice of meeting on “Lifting Education Standards”.  This is a Q&A session 
on National Standards, involving the Minister of Education, Anne Tolley, at 
the office of Katrina Shanks, National List MP, 2 Broderick Road, 
Johnsonville.  Tuesday 9 March at 10:00 a.m. 
RSVP to 461 7193 or e-mail katrinashanks.mp@parliament.govt.nz 
 

• Public Forum on National Standards.  Panel discussion involving leading 
educationalists and politicians.  Duxton Hotel, Wednesday 24 March at 7:00  
p.m.  No RSVP required.  Bill Courtney has been invited to participate in this 
Forum but will make it clear that any statements he will make will be his own 
and will not claim to represent the views of the Khandallah School Board or 
the community in general! 
 

• NZ Principals’ Federation Survey of Parents 
 

• Petition against National Standards, organised by local resident, Monique 
Watson. 

 
 
 
Bill Courtney 
Chairperson BoT 
4 March 2010 
 
 


